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Judicial Wit and Wisdom. — In a recent case in Georgia, Gilbert v. 
State, 16 S. E. Rep. 652, where the question was whether the evidence 
sufficiently established the intent to murder required by the statute to 
merit the penalty proposed, the brief of the defendant's council, Mr. 
Leonidas McLester, opened thus : " When the mother of Achilles 
plunged him in the Stygian waters, his body became invulnerable, 
except the heel, by which she held him ; and afterwards, when he and 
Ployxena, the daughter of the king of Troy, who were lovers, met 
in the temple of Apollo to solemnize their marriage, Paris, the brother 
of Hector, lurking behind the image of Apollo, slew Achilles by shoot- 
ing him in the heel with an arrow." The court, speaking through 
Bleckley, C. J., after quoting this eloquent introduction, adds : " The 
brief of the Attorney-General is less poetic, but equally irrelevant. It 
cites seven cases from the Georgia Reports, not one of which has any 
bearing on the question ; for in each of the cited cases the attempt to 
kill was successful. When a homicide actually occurs from the volun- 
tary use of a deadly weapon, an intention to kill is very much more 
certain than it is when the man assaulted is not killed, but only shot in 
the toe." In the hurry and bustle to which the press of modern busi- 
ness too often condemns our courts, it is gratifying to observe that in 
one State at least the pleasant wit and elegant scholarship which have 
so long distinguished its bar and bench live on untouched by time. 



Comment by Counsel. — A very neat point is raised in the case of 
Graves v. United States (37 Central Law Journal, No. 23, 14 Sup. Ct. 
Rep. 40). The facts of the case are as follows : The plaintiff in error 
was tried for a murder alleged to have been committed in Indian Ter- 
ritory, and convicted, mainly upon circumstantial evidence. The prose- 
cution proved by witnesses that when the deceased was last seen alive 
he was in the company of the prisoner and an unknown woman. The 



